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Caral-Supe civilization

Valley and the gourd was carbon dated to 2250 BCE. While still fragmentary, such archaeological evidence corresponds to the
patterns of later Andean civilization

Caral-Supe (also known as Caral and Norte Chico) was a complex pre-Columbian era society that included as many as thirty
major population centers in what is now the Caral region of north-central coastal Peru. The civilization flourished between the
4th and 2nd millennia BCE, with the formation of the first city generally dated to around 3500 BCE, at Huaricanga, in the
Fortaleza area. From 3100 BCE onward, large-scale human settlement and communal construction become clearly apparent.
This lasted until a period of decline around 1800 BCE. Since the early 21st century, it has been recognized as the oldest-
known civilization in the New World, and as one of the six sites where civilization separately originated in the ancient world.

This civilization flourished along three rivers, the Fortaleza, the Pativilca, and the Supe. These river valleys each have large
clusters of sites. Farther south, there are several associated sites along the Huaura River. The name Caral-Supe is derived
from the city of Caral in the Supe Valley, a large and well-studied site.

Complex society in the Caral-Supe arose a millennium after Sumer in Mesopotamia, was contemporaneous with the Egyptian
pyramids, and...
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The Pukara or Pucara culture was an archaeological culture which developed in Qullaw, along the north-western shore of Lake
Titicaca. It was characterized by a hierarchy of smaller centers and villages scattered throughout the northern basin of the
Titicaca. The name originates from the town of Pukara, one of the largest settlements in the region. The modern town of
Pucara is located half a mile to the east of the archaeological site. The Pukara culture is unrelated to the stone fortresses,
pukaras, built across the Andes during the Inca Empire. Its sphere of influence reached as far north as the Cuzco Valley and as
far south as Tiahuanaco. The culture had two phases of development within the Formative Period: the Middle Formative (1400
to 550 BC), and Late Formative (550 BC to 400 AD).

In 1925, Luis E. Valcarcel, considered the father of peruvian anthropology, was the first scholar to arrive at the town of Pucara
to investigate the archaeological remains found on the outskirts of the city. This discovery was recorded in the University of
Cusco Magazine No. 48, which indicates that the expedition took place between July 14 and 20, 1925. Valcarcel was
accompanied by the judge, José...

Aspero
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Aspero is a well-studied Late Preceramic site archaeological complex located near the mouth of the Supe River, south of Supe
Puerto, on the central coast of Peru. It forms part of the ancient Caral-Supe civilization and was occupied during the Late
Archaic period, from around 3700 BC to around 1800 BC. It is connected culturally to the ancient city of Caral, located 25 km
up-valley, for which it presumably served as a major fishery. The site covers an area of approximately 14 hectares (35 acres)
and features numerous temples or huacas, of which the most prominent are the Huaca Alta, the Huaca de los idolos and the
Huaca de los Sacrificios. Remains of human sacrifice have been found in the latter, dated to about 4,500 years ago.

== Location ==

Aspero is located on the right bank of the Supe River, 2 km south of the port of the same name, around 500 meters from the
Pacific Ocean, in the midst of sandy hills, wetlands and cultivated fields. It belongs to the jurisdiction of the district of Supe
Puerto in the province of Barranca in the department of Lima. To access the site, visitors have to walk 2 km southwest from
the Plazuela Grau, along the Pérez de Cuellar housing estate.
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Viracochapampa, Huiracochapampa, or Wiracochapampa (possibly from Quechua wiraqucha: mister, sir, gentleman, god; or
Wiracocha: one of the greatest Andean divinities; and pampa: plain) is an archaeological site with the remains of a building
complex of ancient Peru of pre-Inca times. It was one of the administrative centers of the Wari culture. Viracochapampa is
located about 3.5 km north of Huamachuco in the region of La Libertad at an elevation of 3,070 metres (10,072 ft).

== Chronology ==

The site was occupied from the late Middle Horizon 1B time to the first decades of period 2A, according to the chronology



established by Dorothy Menzel, taking as reference the classic division of Horizons and Intermediate by John Rowe. These
correspond to the 7th and 8th centuries of our era.

Ceramics of Indigenous peoples of the Americas
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Ceramics of Indigenous peoples of the Americas is an art form with at least a 7500-year history in the Americas. Pottery is
fired ceramics with clay as a component. Ceramics are used for utilitarian cooking vessels, serving and storage vessels, pipes,
funerary urns, censers, musical instruments, ceremonial items, masks, toys, sculptures, and a myriad of other art forms.

Due to their resilience, ceramics have been key to learning more about pre-Columbian Indigenous cultures.
== Materials and techniques ==
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Tiwanaku (Spanish: Tiahuanaco or Tiahuanacu) is a Pre-Columbian archaeological site in western Bolivia, near Lake Titicaca,
about 70 kilometers from La Paz, and it is one of the largest sites in South America. Surface remains currently cover around 4
square kilometers and include decorated ceramics, monumental structures, and megalithic blocks. It has been conservatively
estimated that the site was inhabited by 10,000 to 20,000 people in AD 800.

The site was first recorded in written history in 1549 by Spanish conquistador Pedro Cieza de Ledn while he was searching for
the southern Inca capital of Qullasuyu.

Bernabé Cobo, a Jesuit chronicler of Peru, reported that Tiwanaku's name once was taypigala, which is Aymara meaning
"stone in the center”, alluding to the belief that it lay at the center of the world. The name by which Tiwanaku was known to
its inhabitants may have been lost, as they had no written language. Heggarty and Beresford-Jones suggest that the Puquina
language is most likely to have been the language of Tiwanaku.

== Site history ==

The dating of the site has been significantly refined over the last century. From 1910 to 1945, Arthur Posnansky maintained
that the site...

Caral
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The Sacred City of Caral-Supe, or simply Caral, is an archaeological site in Peru where the remains of the main city of the
Caral civilization are found. It is located in the Supe District of Peru, near the current town of Caral, 182 kilometres (113 mi)
north of Lima, 23 kilometres (14 mi) from the coast and 350 meters above sea level. It is attributed an antiquity of 5,000
years and it is considered the oldest city in the Americas and one of the oldest in the world. No other site has been found with
such a diversity of monumental buildings or different ceremonial and administrative functions in the Americas as early as
Caral. It has been declared a Humanity Cultural Heritage site by UNESCO.

The Caral culture developed between 3000 and 1800 BC (Late Archaic and Lower Formative periods). In America, it is the
oldest of the pre-Hispanic civilizations, developing 1,500 years earlier than the Olmec civilization, the first Mesoamerican
complex society.

Closely related to the city of Caral was an early fishing city, Aspero or El Aspero, located on the coast near the mouth of the
Supe River. There, remains of human sacrifices (two children and a newborn) have been found. In 2016, the remains...
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The Amotape complex is an archaeological culture on the northern coast of Peru dated to between c. 9,000 and 7,100 BCE. It
constitutes some of the oldest evidence for human occupation of the Peruvian coast. The Amotape complex was identified by
the American anthropologist James Richardson lll, who located a dozen small camps in the Peruvian coastal desert at the foot
of the Amotape hills, near the modern city of Talara. The people of the Amotope complex were hunter-gatherers who
manufactured unifacial stone tools in chalcedony and quartzite to exploit a variety of local plants and animals. They also
collected shellfish in the mangrove swamps which covered the coastline at that time.

The contemporary developments at Huaca Prieta and Siches area (north Peru, close to Ecuador) also share similar features.

== See also ==



Lauricocha culture
Paijan culture
Wari culture

through archaeozological and taphonomical analyses. Oxford: Oxbow Books. pp. 54-61. Andean archaeology Il : north and
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The Wari (Spanish: Huari) were a Middle Horizon civilization that flourished in the south-central Andes and coastal area of
modern-day Peru, from about 500 to 1000 AD. At their height, they formed the Wari Empire.

Wari, as the former capital city was called, is located 11 km (6.8 mi) north-east of the modern city of Ayacucho, Peru. This city
was the center of a civilization that covered much of the highlands and coast of modern Peru. The best-preserved remnants,
besides the Wari ruins, are the recently discovered Northern Wari ruins near the city of Chiclayo, and Cerro Baul in Moquegua.
Also well-known are the Wari ruins of Pikillagta ("Flea Town"), a short distance south-east of Cuzco en route to Lake Titicaca.

However, there is still a debate whether the Wari dominated the Central Coast or the polities on the Central Coast were
commercial states capable of interacting with the Wari people without being politically dominated by them.

== History ==
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The Tiwanaku polity (Spanish: Tiahuanaco or Tiahuanacu) was a Pre-Columbian polity in western Bolivia based in the southern
Lake Titicaca Basin. Tiwanaku was one of the most significant Andean civilizations. Its influence extended into present-day
Peru and Chile and lasted from around 600 to 1000. Its capital was the monumental city of Tiwanaku, located at the center of
the polity's core area in the southern Lake Titicaca Basin. This area has clear evidence for large-scale agricultural production
on raised fields that probably supported the urban population of the capital. Researchers debate whether these fields were
administered by a bureaucratic state (top-down) or through a federation of communities with local autonomy (bottom-up; see
review of debate in Janusek 2004:57-73). Tiwanaku was once thought to be an expansive military empire, based mostly on
comparisons to the later Inca Empire. However, recent research suggests that labelling Tiwanaku as an empire or even a
state may be misleading. Tiwanaku is missing a number of features traditionally used to define archaic states and empires:
there is no defensive architecture at any Tiwanaku site or changes in weapon technology, there...
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